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PROLOGUE 


BOETEY BEADING. 

"Stf Home Among the HIRf" 

So I it la t ♦. 

B arbtratop Q uartet , ,... 


> i 11 Dfi kilw MfKtllt Phh 

... t. W. iiiitt, It. 

.* * *.* - B«to«a tony 

.Chula* Fa* tor, DaaJaJ Cirrjr, 

forty YacodrtjuJd, Hun Hofutpp to 


Mementos of the Rolling Years 


N a miter 

Delorji Hunter 


EARLY ^TTLKil .. 

“Apple Batter Mails* la tto l-'alT* 


■ Ina MffDlfdBtar^- 


Gleaaa tla;ea, Eva Shrader, Mugq*ri(* Gar 


' 1 Vnuihfel Merriment'' 
Rkk Uuloti 
Cham a Roy 


....— Dancen 

Gray Har drmge 
Lawalj 1 'ndrrwMd Katky 

Dream* Shipp 


Krnm Underwood Mike Frfel 

Uun Hew* II 


Tun* Slurp 
Irene While 


III DESCENT Gmm TAFFETA .. 

MOWN TA FFI TA /BLA CK UCE. 

OUKMUHMMi srMT_.. + .;. *. 

bmwn wedding si [T/spoon bonnet .. 

BUJ V WEDDING DIESS . . 

•widow's wmdJm,;.,.*.. 

MOWN dbkss/bonnit/egg basket 
1111‘iaDI'KI.T COUPLE ___ 

Tea **tt / W»« Fonjifk Manuk" ......... 

*'{ 'mmpiawm Rmt* m 

"Slllbrdmy NlgM MltaaF 1 

PjuJr New kirk f II Him FHal, 

Jehfinj Ktitp, ( hirlfi Edward M«EIhh 
4 i O'Smmm*** _*_*__.. 

"tUvuufwt fjmivtmr, l# ”Aml tht Hmntf Pt*y*4 On** 

ELEGANTLY DRESSED LADY *.*. 

rUBPi.K wn n black lack *,.- ,. .. 

GOLDS BLACK WITH Plfl FED SLEEVES 
(•BEEN WOOL/1 AFFETA .. ■ < ■.-- - 


a a a » a *. . . H*(tT Itftf Wclfthtd 

..Canal McNeill 

i N aiK-jr CrHtJunJ 
■■■«**■■• Frutrei Baldwin 
■ S El I Ala V|fn 
Shflli Htjrjll 

.... Nanei Mirtln 
JoJirttilr and Midtlcnr IIHi 
..... r . Uuhrnhop Quarter 


i liftriicnliup QmUrt 

... M*rrv Vourtrt 

, r,,.. Amtell* Kmmr 
__Ellubeib NiwhJrk 

,, .. __FniKH MfFiicn 


"The Pii^f \MMttf l.«tlea“ 

•The Nuhitr^ PmpiMl" 

Hfchiml Bartow 111 

1 If F DAINTIES a , a a aa I *.* I ■ WKH# SlflllTl^ill 

l IIK (Jill SON GIRL .tl-..... lymm 4 »il(wm 

niF country doctor ,.. ,*... *. ** *, ...*.. ihjwMd At*** 

I HP W FDIHNCi l>WI %S ... SelBe DwgberQ 


*i ,* r .| ri f ,v..rn .. I imufl /amifv 
























SECOND DAT DtRCt 
THE 



■ ‘ ■ Uadi Lutfjf 



*«■!» Sk»d.,, B.rt,„ r- rt, n 
Tudd Gir. Kxla fia. n_t*_ ~ , oipoeii, 


“Won't Tom Come Home, Hill Beitevf" 

U„ /||J f *■ 4 J a ... . 


"Play Me Am Qtt Faiktontd Wehi” 

ANTICIPATING THE PICNIC. 

THE AFTERNOON EVENT. 

SUGAR * B SPICE. 

PINK STRIPED SILK. 


ChMf|*i Ed*trd JUfEJwie 

Qumrtai 


CwJ, Harp,,. Mnry Silm*u, l.faa fcl Ptffy 


- Natalie Amtlu 
ilurodlj Join 


“EaeUemeni gf the Age" 


BiHiinJiiK Shaw 


Dttmor Dlller, Fraai Linda good 
UNEN DUSTERS 

Nancy Daugherty, Helen Davli 
THE BLACK TAFFETA ....... 


Dtaaa Cooper 
Llt»h» lemwfr 
Pmmt 0*™* 


LADIES 1 smn 

THB SOPHISTICATED A QK 

THE FLAPPES&. .. 

THE BLACK LA CK. I - * *. 

CHHTlfN FVlPNTNG GOWN 


* 


ICIn^r GvifhRipf mad Fmm Ladd 

...JufawJMeU*** 



IS A U^TUMT Of FASHION" 
m ill lod by 

l! u u ■ i ii n S Im mo n i E m«{ SKiw 


FINALE 


H. W-Eaik 


The We/t Virgin to Utils 


LAuri/encr Jot* In Smgmgl 


OH, ihe West Virginia hillsl 
Htrttf majcttK end ho* grand. 

Wuh ilticir summit* bathed in glOT' 

LUse our Prince Sjnronnuet s land 

K ii anv vuindcr then, 

Thu mv heart *hh rapture thrill*. 

\s I nand once more with on “ 

On thoae W»t Virginia hiUat 

CHORUS 

O (he Hill*, beautiful hills. 

Ho* I low thot* Virginia hlUai 

If o'er tea or land 1 roam 
Still I ll think, of happv Home 
And Ihe friend* among ihe Wm Virginia hill* 
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now praise f *" lD fL^generatTons 
ut 3 nd our fatw« a j " t0 them - great glory, 

kingdoms, 

ati/irrci c £,un J* Ljnr prophecies ; 

■ and pr 2 c lunpeople in their deliberations, 
f n their words of instruction; 
wl ",i. 0 composed musical tunes, 
th °fnd set forth verses in writing; 

• fin furnished with resources, 
nC 1 i*rg peaceably in their hsbltations-- 
11 these were honored in their generations, 

* and were the glory of their times. 

There are some of them wno have left a name, 
c 0 that men declare their praise. 

Md there are some who have no memorial* 

w ho have perished as though they had not lived. 
But these were men of mercy, 

whose righteous deeds have not been forgotten; 
their prosperity wi 11 remain with 
and their inheritance to their 
Their posterity will continue for 
And their glory will not 
Their bodies were buried in 

And their name lives to all generations. 
Peoples will declare their wisdom* 

And the congregation proclaims their praise 


their descendants* 
children's children, 
ever, 
be blotted out. 
peace 


--Ecclesiasticus 44:1-4ac,5-9ab, 
10 - 11 * 13-15 



Opening Remarks . . , 



^ Bit* McNei \\ 
6 th generate an 


Scripture 

{Ecclesiasticus 44: 1-4 ac, 
5-9 ab, 10-1U 13-15} 


Stacy McCaUlster 
7tit generation 


Prayer 


. . , Grady Moore 
Ancestral Relation 


Poem - "The Flame" .written by Louise McNeill 

read by Annabel!** McNeill 


Reception to be held immediately following 
Dedication Service at the White House, *hich 
stands on the original Thomas McNeill land. 
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f>Me C.ollegc, A.M. jJeg r(!p | r . \f - l), '* ri * f™nj Couiorrt 

and LI..M. Degrees from ll,o v.ti, ! l I f , ‘. v<irS1 . 1 '' ■ Illli *® U.B. 
Washington. He also pursued , 1 'nversity Law School of 
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“ uf «*• 

has 3 s : tSgjg ®£W ; £ £ Wes, Virginia Wtlrts and 

Y'nlli Dr. McNeill served J Ve hS^Ih’U T'n “T it 
the Rmmd-thc-Worj.l Fleet lK h, ^ 

schools frf w«rt \ uU .i t , t i , h ] T iE,ll ^ l,! »■ H* 

vr-hook :Lm l (hr rr.J and Ims scTvrcJ as adnmiistrator both in high 

and Elkin rouJ^ d ?° k f< ‘V nim > >*** h* Bas served Havis 
Sciences H* in £ llS J [ : >"d Head of tin Department of Sm-wf 
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REFLECTIONS 


80 in years but only 40 in Action! A big solute to 

vou ladies of the 80’s— Seek—Reach—Teach! 

# 

Now I’ve taken pen in hand to write you a line 
Dedicated especially lo you ladies so line. 

You found die time to teach and reach each of us that 
follow your steps. You took one end of the rope and 
I die other as you taught us there's always hope in the 
goal to reach as easy as skipping a rope you’d say! 
(>od has granted you strength and faith as we traveled 
the road together and through your grace you taught 
us to laugh and to smile with love never giving up or 
complaining just always going the extra mile 
explaining—If s really easy you 1 11 see! 


In early years you traveled the roads in your Model I 
I ord. laughing merrily and with glee all the way. To 
club meetings you would go with perfect attendance 
always to show. Now in later years you travel in a 
hig sleek line and with style but the years has not 
changed because you are still all aglow with a sparkle 
m y ° Ur cyes ’ ^ your steps and a glowing S 





We've climbed the mountains together you and S and 
sometimes we’d stumble, but together we still 
climbed -higher and higher to our goals using the 
rocks as a stepping-stone. Onward and onward we’d 
go. No stopping us from work. We’d never shun but 
was always ready to advance with the rising stm. 

Today your inspiration still reigns in our hearts, as 
you taught us love, patience and tun right from the 
s:tart. You gi ve of y o u rse 1 1 \ y o ur i a I e nts w ithout a ny 
expectation of recognition. You’ve been super 
without a doubt to many a young member just 
starting out. You’ve taken our hand and graciously 
led us on into projects, lessons and crafts without a 
demand. It $ n pleasure to work with ladies never 
tiring offending a hand but in doing as well. 


You've been especially super and nice. Because 
lodav your inspiration still reigns in our hearts. lovin<> 

>ou all the While aiut WP cnrA om __ 


alive! 





i 


May God bless you is my prayer and we're looking 
forward to more years ahead in which to share all the 
nice tilings you've done but in doing it all you've 
been especially nice! 




&J W-di-t 
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There wa§ never anybody like the dashirg yc.-o 
Alexander Spots'.vood ard few have told his story as we;] 
as a young West Virginia professor by the name of Jo->n 
A. Caruso. He has told it in his new book "The Appalachian 
Frontier: America's First Surge Westward." This page whets 
your appetite for Caruso with a bit from his bock. All 
students of V/est Virginia history will want a copy of this 
magnificent book by a living West Virginian. 


Such a man as Spots wood was 
nihUraUv cur.Da; about the 
country beyond the mountains, 
which Virginia claimed by right 
oh her ancient charter. More¬ 
over. he had learned, perhaps 
from the surveyor Colonel Wil¬ 
liam Bvrd. that the French had 
t:ken possession of the Great 
Lakes region, where they car¬ 
ried on a lucrative fur trade, 
ar.d had established themselves 
at Katkasnia and on the lower 
Mississippi. 

Possessed of a robust and 
“restless spirit only slightly 
concealed under an air of dig- 
ii-iy." Spots wood resolved to 
see things for himself. His mili¬ 
tary experience complemented 
h.s adventurous temperament. 
He r.ad been wounded at Blen¬ 
heim. had fought at Malplaquet. 
ar.d had risen at the age of 
twenty-eight to the rank of 
quartermaster-general. I 

r Gentlemen and Servants 

lr. August 1716 Spots wood as- 
se.rt iled at Germanna two corn- 


three more days, ern-sirg *mall 
streams, kilims rattlfcv;a*u > 
and suffering such discomfort 
as that of being stung by hur- 
nets,, until they halted on one 
of the loftiest ptjM ot the 
mountains. 

The occasion called for prop, 
er celebration Spots wood deln ■ 
ered an eloquent address and 
drank to the health of tho King 
and that of the royal fanuh. 
then he led his companions 
down the western slope ol the 
peak. The descent pruve-d haz¬ 
ardous. 1 he little streams the; 
lollowed led to precipices whic-ri 
often frightened and stall*.! 
their horses. But their persev- 
erence was eventually reward- 
ed: they came on a smiling val- 
Idv watered by a clear and k . s- 
tiful river which Spots wood 
called the Euphrates—a name 
which later yielded to that of 
Shenandoah. Crossing the riv¬ 
er. they buried in its bank a 
bottle which contained a paper 
claiming the region for their 
King, George I, 


P-...S uf rangers and a small 
£■ of mounted 'gentlemen’’ 
with their servants and Indian 
C- - T ie expedition was to 
the form ot an oxplora- 
t' iocri.c Tne gentlemen had 

•traadani pr<- -; ..■■»:• •••. r.ich m- 

c uded vweral ca .cj of Virginia 
► orth white and red— 
ln>» usquebaugh, brandy, (tout, 
tv a kmdv o( rum champagne. 
iMrr> punch and cnli-r. The 
®t*‘t o' a trumpet earl) on thu 

f.orr.n* of Auk a4 i<) called 
ll - t to tfieif horat-t. 

j j# i rriof, tiftvvtii in 
fNrti vtllH fid tg iMhp*. 

I i it. -irr bifcJt* ah d A h«t 

«• Hiin 4 bnKunt piutnr 

1 'il OHBipaiU4*,» Uf 


Wil d Turkeys and Deer 


The valley abounded with 
wild turkeys and deer and cu¬ 
cumbers and currants and 
prapes. On these they feasted 
and then* assembling and load* 
jng their guns* drank to the 
health of the King in chain- 
pa?nea anti Jiml a volley: drank 
to the PH nr ess in Buruimly 
and fil' d a voJit-v drink to tin* 
royal family in clan t t an\ fin d 
■t vollty; drank to urn vovvriior, 
aiul fired *i volley, In * u% 
vii 111 niUiuj tin* ;Minticmcn 
turm d tiiidr hut * t w* w ml 

k’JUIlff »qpit a (i! Uif n'|^ r< \n 
t jOtMMIf Wv%‘ to V' Wl *» r 
I** ill m" icre lmrviim» n o j <* 


Later Srotswood s!owmg]v 
described - W orld*? t:uir as he 
called the country he hud v\ iU 
d. i ncoara^e s^ukment *a 
the western valley* *w pieUrtd 
as an aurtcujnii * yarad se 
, . nci i n.. vvi: h h c * i . rest on ng 

minentl '*yr.:\L He a) ,a pro- 
rented to r;,*:e:n.-n * 

* had accomn*; .d Mm a 
i it tire ’ ! !ca 1 >; »■ h(i,> err 
wrjtrh lr 3 inscribe;! >ic Jyvjj 
Tnmscendore Mortal. it u 
r»ic3 ; unblc cr.»r - t>.e rr. iutt* 
taSas—a™d to h:r !.v a the 
expedition with tilt sdvenmrDm 
governor and his Knights of 
the C/iltLn Horseshoe. 

Before long Sp^Kswood had 
acquirtd immvnst titates for 

hiijUtdf and his friends* HLs 
appeUte far property increased 
with every acre he secured. In 
IT^u he influenced the Virginia 
werijbly to pas^ an act which 
divided the Piedmont of Vir¬ 
ginia into two counties* Bruns- 
* V] ck and Spotsylvania* where 
:he landowners enjoyed rtdJ- 
^tous toleration and exemption 
irom taxes or quitrents for a 
period of ten years- Spotswood 
and his associates put this act 
into operation despite the re* 
lusal ot the Crown lo approve 
it unless land grants were limit* 
ed to 1*000 acres* 


THE PLATE AND THE MAN 



P t C-volKf* Scur d« 


n 
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The Ressarkabb 
Governor Spotswood 

Ther© was never anybody like the dashing young 
Alexander Spotswood ard few have told his story as well 
it a young West Virginia professor by the name of John 
A. Caruso, He has told it in his new book '"The Appalachian 
Frontier; America's First Surge Westward." This page whets 
your appetite for Caruso with a bit from his book; AH 
students of West Virginia history will want a copy of this 
magnificent book by a living West Virginian* 
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£uch a man as Spotswood was 
muruHy curious about the 
country beyond the mountains, 
which Virginia claimed by right 
ot her ancient charter. More¬ 
over. he had learned, perhaps 
fmm the surveyor Colonel Wil¬ 
liam Byrd, that the French had 
liken possession of the Great 
Lake* region, where they car- 
rii-d on a lucrative fur trade, 
ami had established themselves 
at Kaskaskia and on the lower 
Mississippi, 

Possessed of a robust and 
"restless spirit only slightly 
concealed under an air of dig- 
i* ty Spots wood resolved to 
&\ r things for hintself* His mili- 
L ry experience complemented 
h: adventurous temperament. 
I: Ud been wounded at Rleri- 
Iprun had fought at Malplaquet, 
*'* ■' had risen at the age of 
turnt.v-elght to l he rank of 
qua n f master-gene ra 1, 

Gen fit men and Servants 

In August IT Id Spotswood as- 
prrn iAU m Hermann a two com- 
p-t. *** Hi rangers and a small 
|f<^p el urnutill'd gentlemen” 
taiiii l >«jf irtvanii and Indian 
* '■* The rxfH'tliiiuu was lo 

thr Inrm of an explora- 

1 */ pn Oil ruti gentlemen had 

P^klarn, which in- 
rA.f> u i«vrral i jam of Virginia 
* ,M,, h white Mhd rrd*— 

tMuxh, hiundy, stout, 
***** of rum, chainpug mi, 
"** FUlWh jimI M.Jrr The 
rafly Ul* 
Ol AUi*m ,UJ CHtlnt 
' ‘ * 1 

d»r* v« Hi 

** f * h *' t 

(Uxg ihc 

,li,| 

m iKih 



three more days* crossing small 
streams, killing rattlesnakes 
and suffering such discomfort 
as that of being stung by hor¬ 
nets, until they halted on one 

the loftiest peans ot the 
mountains. 

The occasion called for prop¬ 
er celebration, Spotswood deliv¬ 
ered an eloquent address and 
drank to the health ot the King 
and that of the royal family* 
then he led his companions 
down the western slope of the 
peak. The descent proved haz¬ 
ardous. The little streams they 
followed led to precipices which 
often frightened and stalled 
their horses. But their persev- 
erence was ovLatually.-reward* 
ed; I liey came on a smiling val¬ 
ley watered by a oWr and beau* 
tiful river which Spotswood 
called the Euphrates—a name 
which later yielded to that of 
Shenandoah. Crossing the riv¬ 
er. they buried in its bank a 
bottle which contained a paper 
claiming the region for their 
King* George 1. 

Wild Turkeys and Deer 

The Tilley ^innunded with 
Wild turkeys and deer and nl** 
cumber* and currant* and 
gra pci* On t hese t Hev fea si ed 
ami then* assembling and load¬ 
ing I heir guns, drank to the 
health of the King m chirnv 
fuignn. ami fifed a volley; drank 
U* the Primes m Burgundy 
Mint tired a volley drank to I he 
royal tutnlly in clitrel amt tired 
» vo lie v, drank In (hr governor 
and flrrd m yoU<*y lu |tte cvjjv 
MU* 1 «u>ed life i/enru eten 
turned Hum hor** h’<inrt\ ml. 
iturn* of tnp riuerr* 1 t» 
IK 1 fill* rtn 1 la tilt W.i *m*v 



Later Spotswood gtowinj 
described "World's End ‘ a n 
called the country ho had usd* 
ed. To encourage seUIciwonl :a 
the western valley, he pic taped 
it as an agricultural parade 
Abounding with faralfch-mt^tB 
mineral springs. He als| 
rented to esch of the gontiei 
who had accompanied bin] 
miniature golden horse?!)*:* 1 
which was inscribed Hie Jurat 
Tnni*cem!ero v (ortea It is 
pleasurable to a .iss the r -urn 
tains—:»'!d to hive reived the 
expedition with the sdventunou* 
governor and his Knights o: 
the Golden Horseshoe* 

Bet ore long Spotswood had 
acquired immense estates for t 

himself and hU friends* His 
appetite for property increased 
with every* acre he secured In 
1720 he influenced the Virginia 
assembly to pass an act which 
divided the Piedmont of Vir¬ 
ginia Into two counties. Bruns¬ 
wick anti Spotsylvania, where 
the landowners enjoyed reli¬ 
gious toleration and exemption 
iroin taxes or quilrents for a 
period of ten years. Spotswood 
and his associates put this art 
into operation despite the re¬ 
fusal of the Crown to approve 
it unless land grants were limit 
ed to KU0O acres* 


THE PLATE AND THE MAN 
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“•You must excuse me for not not writing to you 
more frequent, though I have written to you once be¬ 
fore since I got any letter from you. I would have 
written oftener, only it has been out of my power to 
do so, on account of our not stopping long enough for 
me to write—and we have had no conveyance for our 
letters half the time we have been here. Write soon 
and give me all the news, and think of the many pleas¬ 
ures that have been, and look forward that which is to 
come. 

Yours with much love and due respect, 

Jacob C. McLaljohlin. 


hugh McLaughlin. 

The third group of the McLaughlin relationship in 
our county are the descendants of Squire Hugh Mc- 
Laughlin, late of Marlinton. His early life was spent 
in part on Jacksons River, Bath County. His wife 
was Nancy Gwinn, daughter of John Gwinn, Senior, 
and grand-daughter of John Bradshaw. 

Squire Hugh McLaughlin and Hugh McLaughlin, 
late of Huntersville, were cousins and were intimately 
associated when they were young men. They were 
married about the same time, jointly leased a piece of 
land on Jacksons River, built a cabin and went to 
housekeeping. There was but one room. This they 
divided between them and kept separate establishments. 
Squire McLaughlin would often tell how an axe, maul, 
and wedge made up his original business capital, and 
how his housekeeping effects were carried by his young 
wife on a horse the day they went to themselves in their 
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cabin home on leased land. 

Upon the expiration of the lease, early in the twen¬ 
ties, Squire McLaughlin settled in the woods on 
Thomas Creek, and opened up lands now held by his 
son George H. McLaughlin. 

Mr and Mrs McLaughlin were the parents of three 
sons and two daughters: William Jacob, John Calvin, 
George Henry, Elizabeth, and Margaret. 

Margaret, a promising young girl, died suddenly. 

Elizabeth became Mrs George Rowan, and lived 
on Roaring Creek, Randolph County, and finally locat¬ 
ed near the Hot Springs, where her family now lives. 
Mr Rowan was one of the builders of the Marlinton 
bridge. He was a Confederate soldier in the war from 
start to finish. His young wife refugeed from Roar 
ing Creek soon after the battle of Rich Mountain, and 
with her two little children, one tied behind her and 
the other in her arms, made the journey from Roariug 
Creek to the Warm Springs alone on horse back. * 

William Jacob McLaughlin first married Sarah Gum 
from Meadow Dale, Highland County, and settled 
near Huntersville. One daughter, Nancy Jane, who 
died in early youth. His second marriage was with 
Susan Bible, daughter of Jacob Bible near Greenbank. 
In this family were two sons and two daughters. 
Elizabeth became Mrs John M. Lightner, lately of 
Abilene, Texas. Alice married Dennis W. Dever and 
they live near Frost. Mitchel D. McLaughlin married 
Emma K. G reaver, of Bath, and lives near Savannah 
Mills, in Greenbrier County. They have five children. 
Jacob Andrew McLaughlin married Sally Gibson, and 
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lives at Bri infield, Indiana. 

John C. McLaughlin married Isabella, daughter of 
Adam Lightner, of Highland County, and settled near 
Huntersville. When a youth going to school at Hills¬ 
boro, he was thrown from a horse and received injuries 
that disabled him for manual labor. He acquired a 
good education, taught school, wrote in the clerk’s 
office, and was an expert business man much respected 
by his fellow citizens. 

G. H. McLaughlin married Ruhamah Wiley; first 
lived near Dunmore, but now lives at Marlinton. He 
was a Confederate soldier. Their children are John, 
Edward, William, Clarence, Fred, Fannie, Mary, and 
Edith. 

Squire Hugh McLaughlin was married the second 
time to Mrs Elizabeth Gum (nee Lightner), of High¬ 
land. There were two sons by this marriage. 

Harper McLaughlin first married Caroline Cackley, 
and lived at Marlinton. Second marriage was with 
Etta Yeager, of Travelers Repose. 

Andrew M. McLaughlin married Mary Price, and 
now resides near Lewisburg. He is a prosperous 
grazier and farmer, and a ruling Elder in the Presby¬ 
terian church. He was a Confederate soldier. 

After residing a number of years near Dunmore, 
Squire McLaughlin located west of Huntersville where 
he prospered in business. Thence he removed to Mar¬ 
lins Bottom, where he died in 1870, aged 69 years. 
Squire McLaughlin was a prominent citizen— a member 
of the county court, a ruling Elder in the Presbyterian 
church. He acquired an immense landed estate—one 
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of the most valuable in the county. His influence was 
largely in favor of economical industry, good morals, 
and intelligent piety. His business sagacity was phe¬ 
nomenal, and lie could see money where most others 
could hot see anything worth looking for. 

About fifty years ago the county court refused to 
license saloon keepers. The whole county was con¬ 
vulsed with the agitation that arose. At first Squire 
McLaughlin strenuously objected to this action of the 
court, as doing violence to personal liberty, and de¬ 
priving the county of revenue. Whenever the matter 
was discussed this thrilling Scripture was often repeat¬ 
ed: “Woe unto him that giveth his neighbor drink; 
that putteth thy bottle to him and makest him drunken 
also, that thou mayest look on their nakedness.”— 
Hab. ii-16. 

His conscience was touched, and he resolved to clear 
himself of the fearful liability implied by doing any¬ 
thing to license vice and the giving of drink to neigh¬ 
bors, and let the revenue take care of itself, which it 
could well do with a sober, prosperous citizenship to 
depend on. 

He was also much impressed with what was reported 
to have passed between two saloonists. One was com¬ 
plaining to another how his business had fallen off. 

The other remarked that at one time he noticed his 
business was on the decline—the “old suckers” were 
all going to the bone yard so fast, and he saw if “new 
suckers” were not to be had he would have to quit the 
business. He told every young man that he met that 
he had laid in some of the nicest liquors that were ever 
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brought in, and that if he would co ne around he would 
give him a treat. The saloonist observed that after 
three or four drinks the youngsters would begin to buy 
and his business was on the rise quite satisfactorily. 
Thus he had found that a few dimes in treating meant 
dollars to him in selling. 

Squire McLaughlin’s services as a member of the 
court for eighteen years were of much use, and along 
with John Gay, Paul McNeel, and Isaac Moore— being 
themselves large tax payers—public affairs were man¬ 
aged on a judicious scale, and money, as a general 
thing, was laid out where the prospect seemed for the 
greatest good to the greatest number. 

While these persons, and others like minded, were 
on the bench, the attorneys from a distance were in 
the habit of saying that the Pocahontas court was so 
hide bound and disagreeable that it was no use to try 
to do anything with it, or to make anything out of it 
at the expense of the people. Moreover, they com¬ 
plained the court kept the county too dry by refusing 
saloon privileges. Reasons for such objections to the 
Pocahontas county court we most devoutly hope may 
never cease to exist. 


JOSEPH VARNER 

The ancestor of the Varner relationship in our coun¬ 
ty was Joseph Varner. He came from Pendleton coun¬ 
ty very early in the century and settled on the Crook¬ 
ed Branch of Elk, on property now in possession of 
William A. McAllister. Mr Varner’s parents, it is be- 
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lieved, came from Germany to Pennsylvania, thence 
to Pendleton, among the earliest settlers of that coun¬ 
ty. The given names of these parents seemed to have 
been forgotten. The father lived to the age of 112 
years and died in Pendleton. The widowed mother 
came to live with her son Joseph, on Elk, and died 
there, and her remains were buried near the home. 
Her reputed age was 114 years, the oldest person that 
ever lived in this region. 

Joseph Varner’s wife was Susan Herold, sister of 
Christopher Herold. They were the parents of four 
sons: John, Adam, Eli and Samuel. Their daughters 
were Elizabeth, Alice, Susan and Amanda. The Var¬ 
ner sisters seemed to have been ladies by nature, and 
were remarkable for their beauty, sprite]iness, attract¬ 
ive manners and tidy housekeeping. 

Elizabeth became Mrs John Holden, and lived ma¬ 
ny years at Huntersville. During the war the family 
refugeed to Rockbridge and never returned. She died 
near Lexington and is buried there in the cemetary not 
far from the grave of Stonewall Jackson. 

Alice Varner was marrie4 to Hiram Scott, for years 
a well known and highlyrespected merchant at Frank- 
ford. Mrs Captain Dolan, at Hinton, is her daughter. 

Susan Varner became Mrs Thomas Call, for many 
years a tailor at Huntersville. Her fa nily finally went; 
to Missouri. 

Amanda, when about fourteen years of age, was sit¬ 
ting on a rock just in front of her cabin home one 
Sabbath evening reading her testament. The button- 
pole of the roof fell upon her, killing her instantly. 


